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Sycuan Cultural and Natural Resources  

Kumeyaay Research 

The new Sycuan Cultural Center features a comprehensive timeline that will provide visitors 

with an insightful view of the Kumeyaay Nation with an existence traced back to the Kumeyaay 

Creation Story. The display begins with an acknowledgment of sacred water and Mai Ha 

(ñWater Aboveòðthe Creator) with beautiful depictions of the free, independent, and healthy 

life-ways of the Kumeyaay ancestors for countless generations. A long spiral symbolizes that 

period since the beginning. The timeline depicts an overall general historical context to explain 

to visitors the tremendous odds arrayed for centuries against the Kumeyaay Nation. It is a hero-

ic story of an enduring Kumeyaay Nation of people that, miraculously, has been able to survive 

a genocidal legacy which threatened its very existence, including the Kumeyaay language, cul-

ture, and spiritual traditions, as well as the unceded Kumeyaay Nation territory. A copy of the 

unratified treaty of Santa Ysabel of 1852 that we received from the National Archives in Wash-

ington, D.C. will be displayed.                   Steven Newcomb 

Indigenous and Kumeyaay Research Coordinator  

The Sycuan Cultural Center is located on a prehistoric site, the Village of Matamo. This area of 

Dehesa Valley, has been described since 1910 as an extremely large village containing stone-

walled house bases, associated artifacts, midden soils, numerous bedrock milling features (30 

plus mortars, 60 plus grinding slicks), and artifacts (Tizon Brownware pottery, scrappers, 

flakes, mono fragments). Although recommended as eligible for the National Register of His-

toric Places (NRHP), most of the original village was destroyed by the previous owners during 

construction of a Tennis Club in the mid-1970s. The first report documenting the Village of 

Matamo was conducted by anthropologist Hodges in 1910 and then by Kroeber in 1925. The 

first recording of the site was by Richard Carrico in 1973. Due to the nature of archeological 

studies in the early 1900ôs and casual collecting of surface artifacts, staff will research these 

early reports, studies and museum inventories to identify, locate and encourage the return of 

cultural resources to the Sycuan Band.  

 

In early 2016, the Sycuan Band accepted an artifact collection from the Everly Subdivision Pro-

ject in El Cajon. In 1868, Major Levi Chase owned the property and built a weekend cottage 

called Cajon Villa and Fruit Farm. You may also know the area as El Granito Springs where the 

rancher had a camel visible from Avocado Blvd. Then Councilman Jamie LaBrake visited the 

site in 2014 with Clint Linton, Red Tail Monitoring, and led the discussions to acquire the col-

lection. During the development of the site, an extensive quantity of artifacts were found in-

cluding a steatite pendant and a volcanic bead. The original Kumeyaay village was clearly fo-

cused on hunting, preparation for hunting and food processing. The frequency of milling equip-

ment identified within a single site is previously unknown to San Diego County.  

 

The Cultural Committee is working on displaying these items along with cultural resources col-

lected during the Sycuan Road Infrastructure project. The Sycuan community is welcome to 

help choose the items to display and develop rotating displays for the future.  
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Sycuan Cultural Center 
Situated in Dehesa Valley, at the ancient Kumeyaay 

village site Matamo, the Sycuan Cultural Center 

(SCC) demonstrates the powerful commitment of the 

Sycuan Band of the Kumeyaay Nation to the preser-

vation and revitalization of the language, culture, and 

traditions of the Kumeyaay Nation as a whole. Dur-

ing Jamie LaBrakeôs term in office, he envisioned 

and advocated on behalf of a Sycuan Cultural De-

partment and Cultural Center. With the SCCôs open-

ing in the Fall of 2016, that vision has been realized 

as a result of strong support from the current Sycuan 

Council, with the leadership of Chairman Cody  

Martinez.  

Please join us at the Grand Opening on  

December 9, 2016! 


